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E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, KN, JA 

SUB J : OFFICIAL JAPANESE CONTACT WITH NORTH KOREA 

1. GOJ HAS MADE DIRECT APPROACH THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS TO 
DPRK REQUESTING RETURN OF TWOWOUNDED SHOSEI MARU CREWMEN. FONOFF 
NORTHEAST ASIA DIVDIR ENDO WOULD NOT NAME LOCATION OF EMBASSY IN 
WHICH CONTACT MADE. HE SAID OUTCOME OF CONTACT UNSATISFACTORY AND NO 
ANSWER RECEIVED. 

2. ENDO SAID GOJ DECIDED TO MAKE DIRECT APPROACH IN VIEW OF MOUNTING 
CRITICISM IN PRESS AND FROM DIET MEMBERS FOR FAILURE TO PRODUCE 
RESULTS THROUGH RED CROSS CHANNELS. HE STRESSED THAT CHANNEL EST- 
ABLISHED SOLELY FOR PURPOSES OF SECURING RETURN OF SHOSEI MARU 
CREWMEN, AND HAD NO LONG TERM IMPLICATIONS. 

3. LOCATION OF CONTACT REMAINS UNCLEAR. PRESS HAS BEEN GUESSING THAT 
LINK MADE IN MOSCOW, AND FRIENDLY REPORTER WHO DINED WITH MIYAZAWA 
LAST NIGHT SAYS FONMIN CONFIRMED THIS. ENDO SAID MENTION OF MOSCOW 
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CONTACT WITH NORTH KOREANS THERE WHEN MOSCOW WAS MAIN POINT OF DE- 
PARTURE OF JAPANESE VISITORS TO DPRK. SINCE OPENING OF AIR ROUTE 
FROM TOKYO, HOWEVER, PEKING HAS REPLACED MOSCOW AS THE PRINCIPAL 
DEPARTURE POINT FOR JAPANESE VISITORS, AND CONSULAR CONTACT WITH 
NORTH KOREANS HAS SHIFTED ACCORDINGLY. 
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